
WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
REORGANIZATION & REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES
January 11, 2017
7:00 p.m.

Adequate notice of this meeting was published in the Observer-Tribune on January 6, 2017 and posted on the Bulletin Board on the same date.  Notices were mailed as requested.  Read into the record by Board Attorney Gail Fraser.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ADMINISTRATION OF OATHS

Geoffrey B. Price, term expiring December 31, 2020
Morris Bauer, term expiring term expiring December 31, 2020
Eric Raes, Alternate Member # 1, term expiring December 31, 2018
Administered and witnessed by Ms. Fraser.

MEMBERS PRESENT:            

 _x__Bauer _Absent__Ort __x_Soga
_x__Thauer







 _x__Spina _Absent__Bridgman
_x__ Price    
 

ALTERNATES PRESENT: 
                

_x__ Raes __x_Walter 

OTHERS PRESENT:    
            

  _x__Attorney Fraser __x_Engineer Hall                                             
 _Absent__Planner Banisch __x_Secretary Lyons
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  Ms. Fraser opened the Nominations.
1- Chairperson – 
Motion by Mr. Bauer to Nominate Anthony Spina.
Second:  Mr. Price

No other Nominations

Roll Call:  All members present voted in the affirmative.
Mr. Spina assumes the Chair at this time in the Meeting 

2- First Vice Chairperson – 
Motion by Mr. Spina to Nominate Morris Bauer.
Second:  Mr. Price

No other Nominations
Roll Call:  All members present voted in the affirmative.
3- Second Vice Chairperson – 
Motion by Mr. Spina to Nominate Mr. Price

Second:  Mr. Raes

No other Nominations

Roll Call:  All members present voted in the affirmative, with exception of Mr Price who abstained.
RESOLUTIONS

1- R 2017-01:  Appointment of Board Professionals for 2017

2- R 2017-02:  Appointment of Teresa Lyons, Secretary/Clerk for 2017

3- R 2017-03:  2017 Meeting Dates

4- R 2017-04:  Designation of Official Newspaper/Agenda Fee

5- R 2017-05:  Adoption of Rules of Procedure for 2017

Motion to approve Resolution 2017-01- thru 2017- 05: Mr. Bauer
Second: Mr. Price
Voice Vote:  All members present voted in the Affirmative.

REORGANIZATION MEETING ADJOURNS:  Time is 7:15 PM
MINUTES:
1.  December 7, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes
Carried to January meeting.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC – ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
No comments

CLOSE TO THE PUBLIC – ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA
RESOLUTIONS:
R 2017-06:  Hackettstown Honda –, 28 Route 46,  B: 4 L: 7 – Use Variance and Amended Preliminary and Final Site Plan, December 7, 2016
Motion to approve: Mr. Price
Second: Mr. Bauer
Roll Call: All members present voted in the affirmative
APPLICATION:
2017-01:  Kevin Condron – 134 Naughright Road, B: 13 L 49.02 , R-5 Zone – Retaining Wall Variance
November 2, 2016 – Completeness Determined.  Time is 7:20 PM
Witness Kevin Condron sworn and accepted by the Board.  
Motion to Deem Application complete:  Mr. Soga

Second:  Mr. Bauer

Voice Vote:  All members present voted in the Affirmative.

Ms. Lyons confirmed proper Notice and mailings for this hearing was satisfied by the Applicant.

Mr. Condron submitted Exhibit A1 – Seven color photographs of the existing railroad tie retaining wall at various locations on the property.  
Mr. Condron is seeking a variance to replace existing wood rail road tie retaining wall with new block wall and to construct in select locations of the wall to a maximum height of eight feet.  The height of the lower retaining wall is 4.5 to 6 feet.  Currently the existing grade behind the wall is 40% or 2 1/2 to 1 and exposed to erosion.  Mr. Condron wants to raise the height of the wall to reduce the slope of the area behind the wall to 20%.  

Time is 7:34 PM

Open to Public Comment:  Mr. Dan Gupta, 2 Ranney Road – Expressed concern if his property will collect debris during the removal of the existing wall and construction of new block retaining wall.  Mr. Hall answered the work is staged and minimal disturbance at each stage should not create a debris field nor have any negative stormwater impact
Time is 7:37 PM No other public comments.  Board conditions were reviewed which included:

Prior to issuance of building permit, Applicant is to solicit approval from Construction Official for fence/ rail at top of retaining wall.

Applicant will post $600 for Engineering Inspection escrow

Prior to CO Applicant will submit a Certificate from a NJ Licensed Professional Engineer confirming wall was constructed in accordance with the approved plans

Motion to approve Application:  Mr. Soga

Second:  Mr. Bauer
Roll Call:  All members present voted in the affirmative.
PRIVATE 
DISCUSSION – CORRESPONDENCE – Nothing to report
Bills List:  

Motion to pay the Vouchers totaling $3,840.75:Mr. Soga
Second:  Mr. Raes

Roll Call:  All members present voted in the affirmative.
ADJOURNMENT    
Time is 7:38 PM

Motion to Adjourn:  Mr. Bauer

Second:  Mr. Soga

Voice Vote:  All members voted in the Affirmative.

Respectfully submitted,

Teresa Lyons, Secretary
