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The Work Session of the Township Committee of the Township of Washington was called to order by Mayor Roehrich at 7:30 PM. 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Comm. Babb, LiaBraaten, Vice Mayor Short, Mayor Roehrich
OTHERS PRESENT:
Administrator Coppola, Attorney Jansen, Municipal Clerk DiGregorio, Office Manager Lyons
ABSENT:
Comm. Murello
Adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on January 8, 2015 and was posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building on the same date.  This meeting is being held at the Washington Township Municipal Building, 43 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Long Valley, New Jersey.  Notices of this meeting were sent, as there were requests.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
PUBLIC PORTION  Mayor Roehrich opened the meeting to the public.  There being no question or comments, Mayor Roehrich closed the meeting to the public. 
PRESENTATION – EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT.  Nathan Schommer, Troop 236,   presented his proposal to refurbish picnic tables and benches at Rock Spring Park.  Work will be done on site and take three days.  The Committee thanked Scout Schommer for his presentation and for undertaking of the project. 

PRESENTATION – EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION.  Legislative Aide Theresa Tobin, on behalf of Assemblyman Bucco recognized and congratulated Detective John Wurtemberg, Corporal Kirk Griffen, Patrolman  Derrick Heymer and Patrolman Cory Lee for their life saving use of Narcan on September 9, 2015.  It was the first use of Narcan within Washington Township. Chief Almer thanked the officers as well. 
DISCUSSION

Heath Village Rezoning. Upon advice of Counsel, this matter will be addressed in Executive Session

Eagle Scout Ceremony Attendance. Mayor Roehrich will attend Eagle Scout Ceremonies for Liam McLaughlin and Joseph Harmon.
Farmland Preservation Program.  Administrator Coppola referred to the Sept. 14, 2015 letter from the Morris County Agricultural Development Board, which advises that numerous farms in the Township are targeted for preservation in fiscal year 2016.  The Committee expressed no objections to the  listed properties. 
Trap, Neuter, Vaccinate & Manage. Health Officer Cris Cooke-Gibbs requested consideration for a Municipal Trap, Neuter, Vaccine and Manage program for cats that are wild or feral and not suitable for adoption.  The feral feline population in Washington Township is estimated to be between 1,200-3,000 cats.  The benefit of this program is that it will promote better health within this population and eventually cause attrition in the number of feral cats, thereby reducing Townships costs.  Sustainable Jersey will present  another Grant opportunity which could offset initial program costs.  The Committee requested additional information.  This matter will be discussed further at a future meeting. 
Police Accreditation.   Chief Almer provided background information on the Accreditation process and the benefits the Department will reap.  Currently the Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) will fund the application and Accreditation costs.  After presentation and Q&A the Township Committee consensus was to proceed and submit the application because the JIF is contemplating discontinuing funding.  Office Manager Lyons did report that at today’s JIF meeting both Washington Township and Sparta were reported to have expressed interest in Accreditation.  
Police Promotions.    Chief Almer reported that it has been more than two years since the Township has  had three Police Lieutenants.  This has been previously addressed and existing staffing concerns justify the need for additional personnel.  The Committee agreed that now is the time to promote and will make promotions at  the November meeting.

Block 20.10-Lot 49.0.  Mr. Jansen inquired whether the if Township Committee wished to consider the property owners’ request that the Township cover the costs of sealing the abandoned well on the parcel they are purchasing from the Township.   The Committee declined.  The contract terms will not be amended.

	RESOLUTION #R-142 -15 – EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
	ATTORNY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE:  Police Department Investigation
                                        Heath Village Rezoning Request

	
	PENDING LITIGATION – Declaratory Judgment Action/                             Affordable Housing Update and 
Cecere v. Washington Twp., et al.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING -  Department of Public Works



	
	



Motion was made by Comm. Short, seconded by Comm. LiaBraaten that the foregoing resolution be adopted.  Motion was carried by the following roll call vote:  

AYES: Comm. Babb, LiaBraaten, Vice Mayor Short, Mayor Roehrich
NAYS:
None



ABSENT: Comm. Murello

ABSTENTIONS: None
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The Township Committee went into Executive Session at 8:46P.M.

The Township Committee came out of Executive Session at 9:55 P.M.

Administrator Coppola asked that  a Committeeman sit on the new Palmer Park bathroom committee.   Mayor Roehrich volunteered.

The meeting adjourned at 9:55 P.M. 

______________________________________________
 







Nina DiGregorio, Municipal Clerk                                   

