TREE PLANTING GUIDELINES

Washington Township Shade Tree Committee
Washington Township, Morris County
New Jersey

Typical Root Ball in Burlap
as it arrives from the Nursery
Burlap is tied around
root ball and to base of tree

A wire basket
may or may not be
present

This root ball is
approx. 18 inches
high

Tree should be transported to the side of the planting hole
before preparing the root ball for planting

Preparation of the root ball
Loops on the top of
the wire basket
have been straightened

Several inches of trunk
were covered by twine
and burlap

Remove all twine and burlap from the root
ball (multiple layers may be present
depending on how many times the tree has
been moved). Caution: often twine and
burlap are made of synthetic materials that
will NOT decompose .

Root flare excavation
Top of burlap
Top of root ball
Superfluous
roots
to be removed

Root flare is
still buried

It is critical for the long‐term health of
the tree that excess nursery soil and
superfluous roots be removed down
to the original root flare of the tree.
Common nursery practices often leave
the root flare buried many inches
beneath the top of the root ball .

Root flare exposed

A total of 4 inches
of soil and
superfluous roots
have been removed!
Root flare

Wire basket removal
Roll the tree on its side to cut off
all of the wire basket. For large baskets
such as this one, cut the bottom layers
off first. Cut the top ones off after the
tree is placed in the planting hole.

Bottom of root ball
Bottom of
wire basket

Planting hole depth
Root flare
should be a
MINIMUM of
2 inches
above the soil
line

Before you dig the planting hole, consider what the
true height of the root ball will be after the burlap, soil
and superfluous roots are removed (in this case, the
height of the root ball was reduced a total of 5 inches.) If
the initial 18 inch root ball height was used, this tree
would have been planted
7 INCHES too deep!

Top of wire
basket
is now removed

Completion of the planting
Straighten
the tree in the
planting hole,
backfill and tamp.
Caution: AVOID
EXCESSIVE MULCH!

Apply mulch no more
than 2 inches deep.
Keep it at least 4
inches away from the
base of the tree to
allow the root flare
to remain exposed.

