
MINUTES
AD HOC POLICE COMMITTEE MEETING – July 14, 2016 – 7:00 PM
	Regular Members Present:
	
	James Frankovic (absent)
	X
	Thomas McBride

	
	X
	Michael Marino
	X
	Robert Wilson

	
	X
	Thomas Koundry
	X
	Zachary Haas

	
	X
	Michael Carkitto
	
	

	Advisory Members Present:
	
	Howard Popper, Planning Board Member (absent)
	X
	Ofc. Scott Myers

	
	X
	Donald Babb , Twp Comm. Liaison
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Observer Tribune and the Daily Record on May  , 2015 and was posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building on the same date.  This meeting is being held at the Washington Township Municipal Building, 43 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Long Valley, New Jersey.  

	THE MEETING OPENED AT _7:00___ P.M.


	PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


Zachary Hass chaired the meeting since James Frankovic was unavailable.

Tom McBride distributed previous meeting’s minutes and requested members review and comment.

DISCUSSION

Officer Scott Myers presented the requirements for the gun range.

Police must qualify 2 times per year on the hand gun, AR15, and the shotgun.

The Washington Twp police need their own range because of scheduling conflicts with other ranges.

Morris county range has no rifle ports and frequently has broken down ports.

Scott went on to discuss the problems and short comings with other ranges that the police have used.  Surrounding ranges don’t meet our needs.  OIfficer Myers will make copy of his presentation available to the Committee. 
Officer Myers said that the range will be zero cost to the township.  Work on range will be donated by local merchants.  Proposed savings will be $200.00 in gas and $560.00 in range fees.  There may be savings in overtime.  He doesn’t have any specifics on insurance costs.  

The range will not be opened to other shooters or the public.  Lead and brass remediation will be performed.  Ground will be sifted and brass policed. 

Active shooter training is currently simulated at Cuccinella and other schools once a year.  Scott explained active shooter scenarios.  

Scott Myers was asked if there were any rifle shooting incidents in the township.  He mentioned several scenerios that happened over the years.  There were no injuries.  

He was asked abut night training.  He said they use goggles and flashlights to simulate the night. 
Officer Myers emphesized that scheduling conflicts are driving the need for change.  There will be a range master and other instructors.  The range will be used for 8 qualifying sessions per year and possibly 4 more for training.  Total usage will be 52 hours per year.

Don Babb proposed that the committee authorize the formation of sub-committees as needed to investigate specific aspects of the proposed range as  needed.
Motion was made by Comm.___Babb_______, seconded by Comm.  __McBride________that ___sub-commmittees be authorized as needed._____________________________

Roll Call Vote-
	Aye: 8
	Abstain:
	0
	Absent:
	2


The date of the next meeting will be July 21. 2016.,
PUBLIC COMMENTS*
OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC
Rich Reade – What happens when housing values drop?
Committee needs to address if range will impact values.

Will insurance cover law suits from injuries?

Adam Wegener – Are there private indoor ranges?  Scott answered yes.  Details are covered in his presentation,. He is concerned about propeerty values.

Michael Bruno – There will be insurance costs.  I don’t see  need based on savings.

Michael Mixon  - Are AR15 weapons used?  Scott Myers answered yes.  Our challenge is to meet standards.

Susan Caracciolo – Can we use paint balls for training?  Scott, limited use, can’t be used for qualification. If on Reservoir Rd., how will the noise affect children riding by on school bus?  She will send committee list of alternative ranges that she has researched. 
Scott Myers will research sound abatement techniques. 

CLOSE MEETING TO THE PUBLIC
Zac Haas made motion to Adjourn the meeting.

Tom McBride Seconded.

All members responded Aye.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm
Public who commented.

Rich Reade

23 Shadow Hill Way, Hackettstown

Adam Wegener

5 Setting Sun Dr, Hackettstown

Michaael Bruno

10 Setting Sun Dr. 

Susan Caracciolo

25 Setting Sun Dr.

Huw Jones

4 Shadow hill Way

Mike Mixon

5 Stone hill Ctr.

Attest:
Thomas McBride, Recording Secretary
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